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	The gospel for the Thursday of Easter week tells us that the disciples were gathered together, hearing about what had happened on the road to Emmaus, when Jesus appeared among them. Rob Marsh SJ finds himself in that group as he imagines the scene. www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/disciple-upper-room  	
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	The risen Christ is continuously coming through the closed doors of our minds as he came through the doors of the room where the disciples were gathered.
- Gerard W Hughes SJ

Gospel Lk 24:35-48

The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way,
and how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread.

While they were still speaking about this,
he stood in their midst and said to them,
“Peace be with you.”
But they were startled and terrified
and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled?
And why do questions arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself.
Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones
as you can see I have.”
And as he said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet.
While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed,
he asked them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of baked fish;
he took it and ate it in front of them.

He said to them,
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that everything written about me in the law of Moses
and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.
And he said to them,
“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins,
would be preached in his name
to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things. 	
	... See MoreSee Less


[image: The risen Christ is continuously coming through the closed doors of our minds as he came through the doors of the room where the disciples were gathered. - Gerard W Hughes SJ  Gospel Lk 24:35-48  The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way, and how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread.  While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.” And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he asked them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them.  He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.]
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	Today’s Gospel begins

“The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way,
and how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread…” Luke 24:35

Yesterday , we read the story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, a deeply Eucharistic story. The disciples ask Jesus to, “...stay with us,” and at dinner that night, Scripture tells us that Jesus “...took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.”

This “took, blessed, broke, gave” formula also appears in the Gospel accounts of the feeding of the multitudes as well as the Last Supper accounts. 

But in this scene, what’s notable is how the disciples immediately recognize Jesus when Jesus breaks the bread; we see the Eucharistic meal become a moment of encounter with the person of Jesus, just as it is today at every Mass. 	
	... See MoreSee Less


[image: Today’s Gospel begins  “The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way, and how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread…” Luke 24:35  Yesterday , we read the story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, a deeply Eucharistic story. The disciples ask Jesus to, “...stay with us,” and at dinner that night, Scripture tells us that Jesus “...took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.”  This “took, blessed, broke, gave” formula also appears in the Gospel accounts of the feeding of the multitudes as well as the Last Supper accounts.   But in this scene, what’s notable is how the disciples immediately recognize Jesus when Jesus breaks the bread; we see the Eucharistic meal become a moment of encounter with the person of Jesus, just as it is today at every Mass.]
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	The Road to Emmaus Luke 24
“Through this Gospel, disciples of every era have taught others how to recognize †Jesus, even when we don’t expect to see †Jesus.  When the disciples were only within themselves, all they encountered was frustration and disappointment.  The English spiritual writer, John Donne once wrote: “No man is an island…No one is entirely of himself”.  It is through encounters with other people, in conversation, in hospitality, in service, that †Jesus will reveal Himself.  That is the importance of Christian Community!  We don’t do this alone!  Prepare yourselves like the disciples in the Gospel, reflecting on the Scriptures, understanding God’s love for you, actively participate in the Eucharist, do not see the Mass as a casual experience, (you participate in it only when you feel like it).   That’s not what it was meant to be.  
Pope Francis teaches: “When you are sad, take up the Word of God, when you are down, take up the Word of God and go to Sunday Mass and receive Communion…participate in the mystery of †Jesus”. (ibid)
Journey through life with an open heart and mind; do not be afraid to encounter others on the way to ‘their’ Emmaus.  Pope Francis calls us to: “accompany” one another.  Let them see your faith, your hope and enthusiasm.   Let them recognize †Jesus - in you!  Then their hearts will burn with the desire for the New Jerusalem; for the Kingdom of God.”
In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
-Fr. Mike Murphy 	
	... See MoreSee Less


[image: The Road to Emmaus Luke 24 “Through this Gospel, disciples of every era have taught others how to recognize †Jesus, even when we don’t expect to see †Jesus.  When the disciples were only within themselves, all they encountered was frustration and disappointment.  The English spiritual writer, John Donne once wrote: “No man is an island…No one is entirely of himself”.  It is through encounters with other people, in conversation, in hospitality, in service, that †Jesus will reveal Himself.  That is the importance of Christian Community!  We don’t do this alone!  Prepare yourselves like the disciples in the Gospel, reflecting on the Scriptures, understanding God’s love for you, actively participate in the Eucharist, do not see the Mass as a casual experience, (you participate in it only when you feel like it).   That’s not what it was meant to be.   Pope Francis teaches: “When you are sad, take up the Word of God, when you are down, take up the Word of God and go to Sunday Mass and receive Communion…participate in the mystery of †Jesus”. (ibid) Journey through life with an open heart and mind; do not be afraid to encounter others on the way to ‘their’ Emmaus.  Pope Francis calls us to: “accompany” one another.  Let them see your faith, your hope and enthusiasm.   Let them recognize †Jesus - in you!  Then their hearts will burn with the desire for the New Jerusalem; for the Kingdom of God.” In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. -Fr. Mike Murphy]
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	For the role of women - The Pope Video 4 – April 2024 	
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	Over and over again, people didn’t recognize Jesus after the resurrection. Mary thought he was the gardener (until he said her name).
The disciples on the road to Emmaus thought he was someone who’d just gotten to town and hadn’t heard what was happening (until he broke the bread). His friends on the Sea of Galilee didn’t recognize the man on the beach calling to them (until the miraculous change in their catch of the day). They all had conversations with him (quite extensively, in the case of the Emmaus Road!), heard his voice, saw him. So why didn’t they recognize him?
Maybe because he was *something new* this post-resurrection body, and it was unrecognizable to even his dear friends, at first (even when they knew the tomb was empty, even-in the case of the fishermen-when he had told them he’d meet them there). What was different about this Jesus who had gone through death and harrowed hell to come out alive on the other side? Enough that he didn’t initially seem to be himself. He could apparently walk through walls now, appearing (and disappearing, at Emmaus!) at will among them. What else was changed? What else was possible?
So often, we are in the same boat as the disciples-resurrection showing up in various ways in our worlds; us not recognizing those moments for what they are, never expecting they *could* be God present to us.
Consider how you might tune in today-to where God is inviting you into conversation, into new awareness, into new possibilities in a world that includes resurrection.
• via Anam Cara Ministries 	
	... See MoreSee Less


[image: Over and over again, people didn’t recognize Jesus after the resurrection. Mary thought he was the gardener (until he said her name). The disciples on the road to Emmaus thought he was someone who’d just gotten to town and hadn’t heard what was happening (until he broke the bread). His friends on the Sea of Galilee didn’t recognize the man on the beach calling to them (until the miraculous change in their catch of the day). They all had conversations with him (quite extensively, in the case of the Emmaus Road!), heard his voice, saw him. So why didn’t they recognize him? Maybe because he was *something new* this post-resurrection body, and it was unrecognizable to even his dear friends, at first (even when they knew the tomb was empty, even-in the case of the fishermen-when he had told them he’d meet them there). What was different about this Jesus who had gone through death and harrowed hell to come out alive on the other side? Enough that he didn’t initially seem to be himself. He could apparently walk through walls now, appearing (and disappearing, at Emmaus!) at will among them. What else was changed? What else was possible? So often, we are in the same boat as the disciples-resurrection showing up in various ways in our worlds; us not recognizing those moments for what they are, never expecting they *could* be God present to us. Consider how you might tune in today-to where God is inviting you into conversation, into new awareness, into new possibilities in a world that includes resurrection. • via Anam Cara Ministries]
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	Together, let us look for God’s guiding hand in the midst of whatever we are facing each day... ❤️ 	
	... See MoreSee Less
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	Mark your calendars! 	
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	Friends, today’s Gospel (John 20:11–18) reveals St. John’s report of Mary Magdalene’s encounter with the risen Jesus. An interesting lesson follows from the disquieting fact of the Resurrection—namely, that this world is not it. What I mean is that this world is not all that there is. We live our lives with the reasonable assumption that the natural world as we’ve come to know it is the final framework of our lives and activities. And one of the most powerful and frightening features of the natural world is death. Every living thing dies and stays dead. 

But what if death and dissolution did not have the final say? What if, through God’s power, and according to his providence, a “new heavens and a new earth” were being born? The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead shows as definitively as possible that God is up to something greater than we had imagined or thought possible.

And therefore we don’t have to live as though death were our master. In light of the Resurrection, we can begin to see this world as a place of gestation, a place of growth and maturation toward something higher, more permanent, and more splendid.
-Bishop Robert Barron 	
	... See MoreSee Less


[image: Friends, today’s Gospel (John 20:11–18) reveals St. John’s report of Mary Magdalene’s encounter with the risen Jesus. An interesting lesson follows from the disquieting fact of the Resurrection—namely, that this world is not it. What I mean is that this world is not all that there is. We live our lives with the reasonable assumption that the natural world as we’ve come to know it is the final framework of our lives and activities. And one of the most powerful and frightening features of the natural world is death. Every living thing dies and stays dead.   But what if death and dissolution did not have the final say? What if, through God’s power, and according to his providence, a “new heavens and a new earth” were being born? The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead shows as definitively as possible that God is up to something greater than we had imagined or thought possible.  And therefore we don’t have to live as though death were our master. In light of the Resurrection, we can begin to see this world as a place of gestation, a place of growth and maturation toward something higher, more permanent, and more splendid. -Bishop Robert Barron]
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            The Road to Emmaus Luke 24
“Through this Gosp
            	                    [image: The Road to Emmaus Luke 24 “Through this Gospel, disciples of every era have taught others how to recognize †Jesus, even when we don’t expect to see †Jesus.  When the disciples were only within themselves, all they encountered was frustration and disappointment.  The English spiritual writer, John Donne once wrote: “No man is an island…No one is entirely of himself”. It is through encounters with other people, in conversation, in hospitality, in service, that †Jesus will reveal Himself.  That is the importance of Christian Community!  We don’t do this alone!  Prepare yourselves like the disciples in the Gospel, reflecting on the Scriptures, understanding God’s love for you, actively participate in the Eucharist, do not see the Mass as a casual experience, (you participate in it only when you feel like it). That’s not what it was meant to be.  Pope Francis teaches: “When you are sad, take up the Word of God, when you are down, take up the Word of God and go to Sunday Mass and receive Communion…participate in the mystery of †Jesus”. (ibid) Journey through life with an open heart and mind; do not be afraid to encounter others on the way to ‘their’ Emmaus.  Pope Francis calls us to: “accompany” one another.  Let them see your faith, your hope and enthusiasm.  Let them recognize †Jesus - in you!  Then their hearts will burn with the desire for the New Jerusalem; for the Kingdom of God.” In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. -Fr. Mike Murphy]
        
    



    
        
            Over and over again, people didn’t recognize Jes
            	                    [image: Over and over again, people didn’t recognize Jesus after the resurrection. Mary thought he was the gardener (until he said her name). The disciples on the road to Emmaus thought he was someone who’d just gotten to town and hadn’t heard what was happening (until he broke the bread). His friends on the Sea of Galilee didn’t recognize the man on the beach calling to them (until the miraculous change in their catch of the day). They all had conversations with him (quite extensively, in the case of the Emmaus Road!), heard his voice, saw him. So why didn’t they recognize him? Maybe because he was *something new* this post-resurrection body, and it was unrecognizable to even his dear friends, at first (even when they knew the tomb was empty, even-in the case of the fishermen-when he had told them he’d meet them there). What was different about this Jesus who had gone through death and harrowed hell to come out alive on the other side? Enough that he didn’t initially seem to be himself. He could apparently walk through walls now, appearing (and disappearing, at Emmaus!) at will among them. What else was changed? What else was possible? So often, we are in the same boat as the disciples-resurrection showing up in various ways in our worlds; us not recognizing those moments for what they are, never expecting they *could* be God present to us. Consider how you might tune in today-to where God is inviting you into conversation, into new awareness, into new possibilities in a world that includes resurrection. • via Anam Cara Ministries]
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            	                    [image: Together, let us look for God’s guiding hand in the midst of whatever we are facing each day... ❤️]
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            Friends, today’s Gospel (John 20:11–18) reveal
            	                    [image: Friends, today’s Gospel (John 20:11–18) reveals St. John’s report of Mary Magdalene’s encounter with the risen Jesus. An interesting lesson follows from the disquieting fact of the Resurrection—namely, that this world is not it. What I mean is that this world is not all that there is. We live our lives with the reasonable assumption that the natural world as we’ve come to know it is the final framework of our lives and activities. And one of the most powerful and frightening features of the natural world is death. Every living thing dies and stays dead.   But what if death and dissolution did not have the final say? What if, through God’s power, and according to his providence, a “new heavens and a new earth” were being born? The Resurrection of Jesus from the dead shows as definitively as possible that God is up to something greater than we had imagined or thought possible.  And therefore we don’t have to live as though death were our master. In light of the Resurrection, we can begin to see this world as a place of gestation, a place of growth and maturation toward something higher, more permanent, and more splendid. -Bishop Robert Barron]
        
    



    
        
            Instagram post 18045888061629456
            	                    [image: Instagram post 18045888061629456]
        
    



    
        
            In the eternal “today” of Holy Thursday, when 
            	                    [image: In the eternal “today” of Holy Thursday, when Christ showed his love for us to the end ( Jn 13:1), we recall the happy day of the institution of the priesthood. The Lord anointed us in Christ with the oil of gladness, and this anointing invites us to accept and appreciate this great gift: the gladness, the joy of being a priest. -Pope Francis  Holy Thursday’s liturgy included the Renewal of Priestly Commitment. It concludes, by asking for our prayers:  Dear people of Sacred Heart, pray for our bishops and priests.  Ask the Lord, the Good Shepherd, to guide us and bless us with the fullness of His love to help us be faithful ministers of Christ, so that we will be able to lead you to Him, the fountain of your salvation.  Pray also that the harvest-master will send more workers to the harvest. Take a moment on this Easter Monday to thank God for these good and glad priests who minister to us. ❤️🙏 #prayforpriests  📷 photo from Pizza and Priests Night a few years ago, with Msgr. Sheahan, Msgr. Ecker, Bishop Buckon and Fr. Mike, Pastor]
        
    



    
        
            While the men were still hiding behind closed door
            	                    [image: While the men were still hiding behind closed doors, Mary Magdalene, fearless as always, had gone to the tomb. When she found it empty, she immediately ran to find Peter with the news. Could it be possible? A broken heart didn’t keep her from Calvary and it didn’t stop her now from running to his apostles...this time with a heart full of questions and almost bursting with impossible hope. Magdalene is each of us, you know. Survivors of life’s relentless sorrows and griefs, and holding on in spite of a heart almost numb with the loss of what we hold most dear. Hold on still. Because Hope will not disappoint. He is waiting for each of us at that empty tomb. Waiting to ask us, too...”why are you weeping? Who is it you are looking for?” He too has a hopeful heart that longs for our answer. I think it’s my favorite line in the Easter gospels. Probably because it’s so easy to put myself in the scene. After any disappointment, problem, heartache, grief... need to hear that question again: “Why are you weeping? Who is it you’re looking for?” Because in spite of the hurt-of-the-moment, whatever, Whoever it is l’m looking for...it’s always Him. Yes. We’re Magdalene. Or we should be. Not hiding behind closed doors, but with a fearless, restored heart, running to tell the good news: He is risen! - Via Sr. Julia  - Art by Evgeny Demakov, Morning of the Lord’s Resurrection.]
        
    



    
        
            Level up your faith life - love God AND love your 
            	                    [image: Level up your faith life - love God AND love your neighbor.  Sr. Mary Paul via spiritjuice]
        
    



    
        
            “Remember your own Galilee and walk towards it, 
            	                    [image: “Remember your own Galilee and walk towards it, for it is the “place” where you came to know Jesus personally, where he stopped being just another personage from a distant past, but a living person: not some distant God but the God who is at your side, who more than anyone else knows you and loves you. Brother, sister, remember Galilee, your Galilee, and your call. Remember the Word of God who at a precise moment spoke directly to you. Remember that powerful experience of the Spirit; that great joy of forgiveness experienced; that intense and unforgettable moment of prayer; that light that was kindled within you and changed your life; that encounter, that pilgrimage... Each of us knows where our Galilee is located. Each of us knows the place of his or her interior resurrection, that beginning and foundation, the place where things changed. We cannot leave this in the past; the Risen Lord invites us to return there to celebrate Easter. Remember your Galilee. Remind yourself.” -Pope Francis   Easter Monday’s Gospel Mt 28:8-15  Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went away quickly from the tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to announce the news to his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”]
        
    



    
        
            Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb f
            	                    [image: Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and he believed. - John 20: 8  Wishing you a joyful Easter!]
        
    



    
        
            Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Ch
            	                    [image: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead  1 Thessalonians 4:14  Easter blessings from all of us at Sacred Heart]
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